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Note for the Conductor and the Piano Soloist

I composed this work for a concert in New York City of the "Derriere Garde"--an
organization dedicated to the idea that love for musical tradition, far from being an
impediment to fresh, surprising, original work, is actually a tremendous incitement
towards it.

I'm in sympathy with that viewpoint. Interestingly enough, so have been nearly all of the
boldest and most "revolutionary” composers in history. Schoenberg called himself a
"student of Mozart;" Monteverdi looked back to the ancient Greeks; Stravinsky clearly fell
in love with nearly every period of music history--and that love energized his life's work.

My concertino is in one movement, and has a programmatic foundation. It is meant to
express the cycle of the seasons, beginning in mid-Autumn, and moving forward through
Winter, Spring, Summer (the cadenza happens here), and with a return to Autumn. The
piece ends with Winter in the air, but not yet present.

In this work, the orchestra stands for Nature; the piano soloist for humanity--for an
individual person, looking at a landscape which, as the seasons change, changes with them.
And with those outward changes, changes inwardly--with new emotions.

As I wrote this music, I very much had in mind a great philosophic idea stated by the
founder of Aesthetic Realism, Eli Siegel: "The world, art, and self explain each other:
each is the aesthetic oneness of opposites." And perhaps the opposites which were most in
my thought as I composed this piece, were quietude and activity; resplendence and
economy; inward depth and outward, dancing energy.

Two points to note: I see Winter as having two aspects: one, quite lively, and then the
presence of deathly cold. Both are present in this piece. As for Spring and Summer, I do
not see these as fundamentally separate from each other. Therefore, as Spring gains in
liveliness, Summer emerges naturally.
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