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Overture in G

Instrumentation

2 CI (in A)--2nd. doubles Bcl
2 Bsn

4 Hn
2 Tpt (with straight, cup & harmon mutes)
2 Tbn

Bass Tbn

Tba

Percussion (two players)

Rosewood Sticks
Finger Cymbals
Woodblock

Sus. Cymbal
Snare Drum
Guiro

Field Drum

Slap Stick

Bass Drum

Timpani
Harp (preferably two; if one, discretely amplified)

Strings

Conductor's Notes

Page 7 (reh.G): The Violas must be quieter than the horns in this accompanying figure.
Page 8 (m.46): The breath marks indicate a true break in the sound, however short.

Page 9 (m.52): If Horn 1 cannot do this measure lyrically at "mp " please transfer the
figure to Trumpet 1,0pen. But | much prefer the Horn, if at all possible.

Page 20 (m.115): The crescendi of the percussion must not take attention away from
the violin melody.

Page 21 (m.120): Tempo I°-- - subito on the quarter note string & trumpet entrance, just before reh. S.



Overture in G

This overture has a long history. In its first form, it was scored for only
two pianos and two flutes, and quite literally was an “overture” since it
introduced an evening of Dramatic Autobiographies at the Aesthetic
Realism Foundation in New York City. That was 1976; I was not quite 25.

I first orchestrated it in 2002, and it was premiered that year by the Staten
Island Symphony. In that form, it was heard later by audiences in
California, Romania, upstate New York, and elsewhere. Then, more
recently, David Handel wrote saying he wanted to give the work its South
American premiere. That took place, in Quito in 2022, and for that
performance I decided to give the overture yet another form. A year later,
it was also presented in Australia, at Hamer Hall in Melbourne, under the
baton of John Ferguson.

Yet, I am sure that even in its revisions, it remains at his heart a “young
man’s piece.” New keys, new tempi, new musical textures emerge
constantly. There's a sense of adventure; a feeling of the world opening up:
a world rich in possibilities. There's ebullience and lyricism; there’s humor,
heartfelt melody, and even—at the end—a triumphant waltz!

In this overture, I hoped to give musical form to how, in every person’s life,
there is a drama of opposites. In particular: energy and thoughtfulness;
playfulness and seriousness; the need for strictness, firmness, strength,

and the equally deep need we feel for warmth, flexibility, tenderness.

The inspiration for thinking of the overture this way came from a core
principle of Aesthetic Realism, stated the great poet and philosopher Eli
Siegel, with whom I had the honor to study in the 1970s: “All beauty is a
making one of opposites, and the making one of opposites is what we are
going after in ourselves."
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