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Quartet for Guitars

This music was begun in 1975 at the suggestion of Aaron Shearer,
chairman of the guitar department at Peabody Conservatory, and was premiered
in 1980 by the guitar ensemble of the State University of New York (Purchase),

under the direction of David Starobin.

As I wrote this quartet, I had very much in mind this grand and historic
principle, which I am grateful to have learned from Eli Siegel, the founder of
Aesthetic Realism:

All beauty is a making one of opposites,
and the making one of opposites is what
we are going after in ourselves.

In this music, I wanted to relate the desire every person has to let go—
to have the utmost energy and ebullience—and our equally great need to be
thoughtful: as deep and as accurate as we can be.

The quartet is in three movements: the first is a vigorous sonata-allegro,
with sudden stops and starts; the second is a free fantasia dealing with the difficult
emotions of brooding and anger; the third is a good-natured rondo: cheerful,
like the first movement, but more lyrical.

Note:

This work has been successfully performed several times in the USA, Europe,

and South America, and with different ensembles. Clearly, it is a "virtuoso"
composition, requiring four very strong musicians who, moreover, have
experience working together. Perhaps this description fits you and your colleagues.

Meanwhile, it is an early work of mine, and with the experience that comes
with age, Ihave often thought of easing some of the most difficult passages by
redesigning it as a sextet: adding bass guitar and requinto. Sometimes, these two
new players would double what's there; more often, they would take over certain
passages in the score, easing the demands on one or more of the other guitars.

If this possibility appeals to you, please let me know and we can happily
discuss our options. My email is: edgreenmusic@gmail.com
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A
A (Free)
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recitativo
A sul pont. 3
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(continue the 3/4 ostinato pattern)
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* Let the low Cff and F§ ring.
* Let the low Eb ring.
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(continue the 5/8 ostinato pattern)

(continue the 5/8 ostinato pattern)
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ﬂL(contiuue the 3/4 ostinato pattern)

= decrescendo
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f
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* Guitars II, III, & IV must suddenly be silent as guitar I plays its high E.
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* If this return can be done gracefully during the rests
at bars 7-10, it would be better for the drama of the piece.
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* A must be a harmonic.

** If 1st guitar will stand out better with sul pont., then play it sul. pont (from here to end).
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