Song for Guitar

This piece was written in 1995 and arose in part from a childhood
memory of the Western prairie under a night sky. I wanted this music
therefore to convey intimacy and spaciousness, brightness and darkness.

I wrote it inspired by a great principle of the philosophy of Aesthetic
Realism, founded by Eli Siegel —with whom I had the honor to study when
I was in my 20s—and which has been the basis for my teaching and
composing ever since:

“All beauty is a making one of opposites, and the making one of opposites
is what we are going after in ourselves.”

Technically, Song for Guitar is a study in major and minor— in its
melody and in its harmonization. This E major composition makes use
of both the minor 3rd and the minor 7th almost from its outset. As it
continues, minor and major mingle increasingly, creating, I believe, a feeling
which brings together warm, ardent lyricism and wide, quiet thoughtfulness.

The score follows on the next two pages.
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Song for Guitar

Moderato Edward Green
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