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This symphony grew out of an animated film project. In 2010, Emmy Award-
winning filmmaker Ken Kimmelman asked me to score his new animated short
feature, Thomas Comma. A charming and ethically stirring film, Thomas Comma
is based on a short story by Martha Baird—about a comma in search of the right
sentence to make his home!

As often happens in the world of cinema, there were “out-takes”—short cues which
ultimately were not employed in the final cut of the film. I liked those "out-takes"
and wanted to find another home for them. This symphony is that home.

Meanwhile, as one might expect, those cues were only the jumping-off point

for the symphony; their musical ideas are here in a way far more richly developed.
My goal was the write a "true symphony,"” and it seems I succeeded—in 2017

the work was awarded the First International Symphonic Composition prize of
the Orquesta Sinfénica del Congreso Nacional del Paraguay.

In keeping with tradition, there are four movements in this symphony. They do not
follow the plot of the film in detail, but they do suggest its basic story. They are:

1) The Adventure Begins

2) Surprises Along the Way
3) The Dark Night

4) The Wide World

As I worked on this symphony, I was inspired by one of the core principles of the
philosophy of Aesthetic Realism, founded by Eli Siegel: “The resolution of conflict
in self is like the making one of opposites in art."

Thomas Comma was a personality full of opposites! Boldness and uncertainty;
charm and seriousness; energy and thoughtfulness were in him. And in keeping
with a comma’s orthographic and grammatical function—to separate and join
aspects of a sentence—there was also in Thomas a desire to separate himself and

a desire to be richly connected to things. He could be snobbishly superior to others,
including his "family"” (that is, other punctuation marks), but he also had a yearning
to feel warmly, democratically related to the wide world.

Which desire ultimately proved stronger? See the title to the the symphony's last
movement!



I The Adventure Begins (p.1)
Il Surprises Along the Way (p.23)
Il The Dark Night (p.67)

IV The Wide World (p.79)



Instrumentation

2 Flutes (1st dbl. Picc.)
2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in Bb

2 Bassoons

2 Horns in F
2 Trumpets in C
Tuba

Percussion:
Triangle, Finger Cymbals, Suspended Cymbal,
Crash Cymbal, Tambourine, Snare Drum,
Toms (High, Middle, Low), Bass Drum,
Rosewood Sticks, Glockenspiel

Timpani

Violin 1
Violin 2
Viola
Violoncello
Contrabass
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Flute

Flute 2

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in Bb
2 Bassoons

2 Horns in F

2 Trumpets in C
Tuba
Percussion
Timpani
Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Violoncello

(ord.)

=

o)

IR

pizz
%
b—X%

DY

Conductor's note - these are to be played as natural harmonics: the bass pizzicato, the violin arco.

The resultant pitches for the bass should sound an octave lowerthan the bassoon.

*

Contrabass
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